
 

 

 

General project information  

Project name Habibi & Hawara 

Organisation name Habibi & Hawara 

Year of project foundation 2016 

Short project description (in one sentence) Habibi & Hawara provides refugees and migrants 

with an entrepreneurial toolkit to help them open 

their own ventures but it is also an Oriental 

restaurant and catering provider 

Website www.habibi.at/en/ 

Contact office@habibi.at 

 

Visuals of the project  

Do you have project logo? If yes, please, upload it here.  

 

 

Can you share some project photo with us? 



 

 

 
Source: Facebook 



 

Social issue that is addressed by the project  

What is the background of the social issue? What are the causes of it?  

For the migrants and refugees, the biggest barrier is the language, so that’s why H&H came up 
with the idea to offer a certificate in language courses. They have offered it since January 2018. 
H&H have a certified language teacher coming in once a week, and the staff can join. They just 
don’t learn common German but also gastronomy-specific vocabulary which helps them to 
establish their skills. 
 
Another challenge is the image of a refugee in Austria. With the right-wing parties in Austria and 
other European countries, it’s hard for people seeking asylum facing challenges like this here in 
Austria, especially after dealing with so much in their home cities already. And of course, resettling 
and restarting their lives is quite a challenge. 

 

Is the social issue somehow specific for your country/region or can we expect that similar issue 

could be solved in the Czech Republic as well?  

It is not specific just for Austria. The social issue is worldwide so the project in transferable.  

 

Description of the project target group  

Can you describe project target group? What is its size, is the target group somehow specific for 

the country/region?  

Their mission is to hire staff with refugee and migrant backgrounds to train them with the relevant 
skills to become successful entrepreneurs of their own. 

 

What is the current impact of the social innovation? How big part of the target group do you 

operate with?  

They try to focus not just on migrants and refugees but also general public in Austria to fight with 

negative stereotypes.  

 

The goal is to offer as many jobs as they can. They want to not only give jobs, but the staff should 

also grow and develop together with them. The vision is to open branches, such as small 

takeaways.  

 

In which territory do you address the social issue?  

Austria 

 



 

Description of the social innovation 

What are the key features of your innovation?  

The idea came up in summer 2015 when Europe, and especially Austria, were confronted with a 
huge number of refugees seeking asylum in Austria. They started an initiative called “Hosten Statt 
Posten,” which means “hosting instead of social media posting.” They invited refugees from 
nearby camps like Traiskirchen (which were really overwhelmingly full at this time, making a very 
bad situation for the people living there) to Stadtflucht Bergmühle, which is a club countryside in 
the north of Vienna where you can eat very well and enjoy yourself in nature. It was meant to 
happen once or maybe twice, but they got into a little routine and ended up hosting more than 
1,300 refugees, from summertime until autumn. Through this they got to know a lot of people. 
 
They saw a lot of entrepreneurial potential in the people that were coming at this time. They 
asked themselves how long it would take for well-educated people, from Syria or Iraq for example, 
to open their own businesses. As they know from some studies such as those from OECD or the 
European Union, the average time it takes for a refugee to just find a job is about 4 to 5 years. 
That means it would take even longer for them to open their own branches or businesses. 
 
So, the idea was to build up a business that serves as an incubator for entrepreneurs. Since food is 
a common universal language, the logical step was to think of a restaurant. 

 

 

Who are your competitors? How do you differ?  

They do not have any competitor in Austria that is working with the target group in so many fields 
(language courses, entrepreneurial toolkit, stable work etc.)  

 

 

 

Short project history  

Can you provide short project history (milestones - year and what happened)? 

The idea came up in summer 2015 when Europe, and especially Austria, were confronted with a 
huge number of refugees seeking asylum in Austria. 

 


